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DOGS IN COMBAT CONDITIONS

Peculiarities of the use of canine inspectors with mine detection dogs in the conditions of combat operations
are being studied. The types of activities of a mine detection dog inspector during a combat mission are
defined. The factors affecting the successful performance of a combat mission have been clarified. Taking into
account the experience of using cynological calculations, the requirements that must be taken into account by
the cynological inspector during the performance of combat tasks are outlined.

Keywords: caninelogists, application, planning, interaction, organization, actions of units, forces and
means, service-combat tasks, defense forces of Ukraine, service dogs.

Statement of the problem. As a result of the full-scale invasion of the armed forces of the russian
federation on the territory of our country in February 2022, the defense forces of Ukraine faced difficulties
related to the mass use and distribution of explosive devices and ammunition by the aggressor. Therefore,
timely countermeasures against such a threat, its means and algorithms have acquired a new and special
importance. Against this background, the practice of training and using service dogs as a special tool is
confirmed not only as a unique process aimed at detecting explosive objects, but also as a kind of environment
within which it is expedient to find new opportunities for using the potential of canine to search for explosive
objects.

The units of the State Border Service of Ukraine (SPSU), namely the Border Command of Rapid Response
(PKSHR), together with the defense forces, are entrusted with the combat tasks of repelling and containing the
armed military aggression of the russian federation against Ukraine. The presence of units (groups) of canine
inspectors with mine-detecting dogs contributes to a significant increase in capacity during engineering
reconnaissance, in particular, continuous demining of the area, roads (column routes), populated areas, etc.

Analysis of recent research and publications. The issue of the use of cynologists with service dogs and the
topic of cynology in general was considered by a significant circle of scientists, who in their writings outlined the
order of training, problematic issues and ways to solve them [1-8]. However, the very issue of the use of dog
handlers with mine detection dogs in the conditions of hostilities has not been sufficiently investigated, especially
in relation to the realities of a large-scale invasion of the enemy into the territory of Ukraine.

The purpose of the article is to investigate the specifics of the use of canine inspectors with mine detection
dogs in the conditions of combat operations.

Summary of the main material. Before carrying out a combat task with a canine calculation, it is necessary
to train a specialist in two areas: a mine-detection dog inspector, a sapper (miner).

The basics of intelligence, tactical, topographical, firefighting, psychological and medical training are
taught within the framework of joint military training. In addition, the specified type of training must include
mandatory classes in physical and weapon training.

The training of a specialist as a canine inspector of a mine detection dog involves the acquisition of
theoretical knowledge (maintenance of service dogs, veterinary training, anatomy and psychophysiology
of dogs, theoretical foundations of dog training, etc.), as well as the acquisition of practical skills in general
and special dog training courses.

At the initial stages of training, sometimes there are difficulties with establishing proper contact between
the dog inspector and the service dog, which can make it difficult for the mine detection dog to develop the
necessary skills, detect unwanted reflexes, etc. The reasons for this may be the low motivation of the canine
inspector to train in the specialty, negative personal qualities (indifference, laziness, disorganization), as well
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as weak knowledge of training techniques, psychophysiology of the behavior of service dogs, insufficient
observations of the behavior of service dogs, lack of an individual approach to dog training etc.

The most difficult is the training of service dogs on a special course: training the dog to zigzag search for
open, semi-closed and masked mines, displaying the characteristic behavior (marking) of the discovered
explosive device, developing the skills of the service dog to work at a distance from the dog handler,
differentiating real and fake mines.

The training of a specialist as a sapper (miner) involves the following: study of the main properties of explosives,
means of detonation by fire and electric methods; conducting reconnaissance to identify typical unmasking signs of
mining or practicing practical skills of conducting demolition work and destroying mines or explosive charges;
practical work with means of exploration and demining (metal detectors, probes, "crabs" with ropes, indicator flags,
means for electric and fire methods of detonation, detonator's bags).

Directly in the area of engineering reconnaissance activities, dog handlers should constantly maintain the
developed skills of service dogs in good condition and improve them through training.

The main measures of early preparation include:

— conducting training in conditions close to the actual execution of a combat mission;

— analysis of previous trainings and their comparison with the results of a combat mission.

Direct training is carried out before the execution of a combat mission. Every day before the start of a
combat mission, the leader of a group (unit) in which canine calculations are used tests (checks) the abilities of
a mine detection dog to detect a target smell; the general physiological state of the animal is checked, the ability of
the cynological calculation to conduct engineering reconnaissance in accordance with the combat task.

The execution of a combat mission involves the following activities of a canine inspector:

— preparation for a combat mission;

— arrival at the place of execution of a combat mission and preparation of a service dog for work;

— simultaneous visual observation of the actions of the service dog, the terrain with the aim of timely
detection of unmasking signs of mines or the presence of the enemy, as well as compliance with the movement
route, intervals and distance during the joint work of several canine calculations;

— marking detected mines and charges of explosive substances with indicator flags or participating in their
disposal (depending on the task) [9].

The combat task can be performed by canine calculation in the conditions of countering enemy snipers and
the presence of anti-personnel mines and stretchers on the search route, as well as other obstacles, including
shooting, explosions, fires, features of the terrain, precipitation, low or high air temperature, foreign smells, etc.

The successful performance of the assigned task by the canine inspector of the mine detection dog depends
on the following factors:

— the trainer’s knowledge of his duties;

— correct actions regarding the use of a mine detection dog in a combat situation;

— exact execution of commander's orders [10].

During the execution of combat missions, the canine inspector must take into account the experience of
using canine calculations and comply with certain requirements:

1) when preparing for a combat mission, check the availability and serviceability of special equipment for
a mine detection dog;

2) when moving on an armored personnel carrier (APC) or a combat vehicle, mine detection dogs are placed
on the horizontal parts of the combat vehicles, in the case of placement inside the combat vehicle — closer to
the open hatch, in a car - closer to the cabin;

3) for the temporary placement of a mine detection dog in field conditions, collapsible enclosures or
enclosures based on trailers, etc., are used, which are installed at a certain distance from the parking lot of
equipment, fuel and lubricants, food waste, etc.; in the summer, places for temporary maintenance of service
dogs are placed in the shade;

4) before the start of work with a mine-detecting dog to search for mines and charges of explosive
substances, a training session and a test of the service dog's abilities are carried out;

5) during the search for mines (charges, explosives), the dog inspector must clearly record every change in
the behavior of the mine detection dog (monitor its speed of movement, turns, etc.), in case of a change in
behavior, carefully check the ground near it with a probe;

6) in suspicious places, the mine detection dog's attention is strengthened by the energetic "Search" command,

7) during any contact with a mine-detection dog, the inspector-cynologist, by his behavior and actions,
creates for him a clear distinction between the working state and the free movement provided for rest;

8) give rest to a mine detection dog;
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9) if during a long continuous search the mine detection dog starts to get tired, replace it;

10) in the presence of a large number of sharp objects (stones, glass, etc.), as well as in the case of high air
temperature, protective stockings are used for mine detection dogs;

11) during the destruction of mines and charges of explosive substances by overhead method, it is necessary
to strictly observe safety measures in the course of blasting;

12) while carefully observing the work of the mine-detecting dog, the canine inspector simultaneously
inspects the area in front of him in order to identify unmasking signs of the possible installation of mines and
charges of explosive substances;

13) during the joint work of two or more calculations of the mine-detection service, observe the specified distance;

14) constantly take into account the peculiarities of the terrain and use them during the execution of the task [11].

In addition, the canine inspector of the mine detection service is obliged to:

— strictly follow the rules of interaction between units that conduct engineering reconnaissance and
preliminary reconnaissance of dangerous areas;

— know and accurately follow the rules of training and use of a mine detection dog;

— during the search and detection of mines and other explosive devices, to know and constantly take into
account the individual behavior of the assigned service dog;

— know the material part of domestic and foreign mines, demining methods and means of demining;

— strictly observe safety measures during engineering exploration and demolition work.

Conclusions

Thus, the article examines the peculiarities of the use of canine inspectors with mine detection dogs in the
conditions of combat operations. The types of activities of a mine detection dog inspector during a combat
mission are defined. The factors affecting the successful performance of a combat mission have been clarified.
Taking into account the experience of using canine calculations, the requirements that must be taken into
account by the canine inspector during combat missions are outlined.

In the future, it is planned to develop tactics for the use of canine inspectors with mine detection dogs in
the conditions of combat operations in current conditions.
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OCOBJHABOCTI 3BACTOCYBAHHA IHCHEKTOPIB-KIHOJIOI'IB .
I3 MIHHO-PO3ITYKOBUMHU COBAKAMMUM B YMOBAX BEJIEHHSI BOMOBUX 1IN

Yepes nosHomacumabue 6mopeHeHHs: 30poluHUX Cull pociticokol gedepayii na mepumopiio Yxpainu 6
momomy 2022 p. neped cunamu oboponu Ykpainu nio uac 6otiosux Oiti nocmania npooiema mMacogoco
3ACMOCY8AHHSL | PO3NOBCIOONCEHHIM acpecopom eubyxoeux npucmpoie i 0Ooenpunacie. Tomy ponb
IHCMPYMEeHmIs i aneopummis c0€YACHOI npomudii maxiu 3a2po3i Habyna H08020 Ul 0cobIUB020 3HaueHHs. Ha
YboMy mi niOMeepOICYEMbCS NPAKIMUKA HABYAHHSA U BUKOPUCANHA CTYIHCO08UX CcODAK AK CReyianbHO20
3aco0y, o € He qule YHIKATbHUM NPOYECcoMm, CHPIMOBAHUM HA BUABTEHHS GUOYXOHeDe3NeUHUX npeoMemis, a
U CBOEPIOHUM cepedosueM i3 HOBUMU MONCIUBOCHAMU BUKOPUCMAHHA NOMEHYIaNy KiHOL02i8 Y NOULyKy
8UOYXOHebe3neuHux npeomemia.

Ha nioposoinu Jepoicasnoi npuxopoonuoi cayxcou Yxpainu (a came [IpuxopOoornoi komanou ueuokozo
peazyeamis) CRibHO i3 CUIAMU 0OOPOHU NOKIAOEHO BUKOHAHHS OOU0BUX 3A60aAHb 13 GIOCIYI MA CIMPUMYBAHHSL
30poiinol 6ilicbk06ol aepecii pociticokoi gedepayii npomu YVkpainu. A HaseHicme 6i0dineHv (epyn)
IHCNEeKMOPIB-KIHOI02i6 i3 MIHHO-PO3ULYKOBUMU COOAKAMU CYMMEBO NOCUIULA O MOJCIUBOCMI Mi0 Hac
npoeedeHHs IHICEHEePHOI pPO38IOKU, 30KpeMd CYYIIbHO20 DO3MIHY8AHHA Micyedocmi, dopie (mapuipymis
KOJIOH), HACENIeHUX NYHKMIe Mouo.

Jlocniosceno ocobaugocmi UKOPUCTAHHS THCNEKMOPIE-KIHO02I8 13 MIHHO-PO3ULYKOBUMU CcODaKamu 6
ymosax @edenHs Ootiosux Oill. BusnaueHo 6uou OiIbHOCMI [HCNEKMOPA-KIHOA02A MIHHO-PO3ULYKOBOT
disltbocmi nid yac BUKOHAHHA 001108020 3A80aHHA. 3’1CO6AHO YUHHUKU, WO BHIUBAIOMb HA VCHiuiHe
BUKOHAMHA 001I06020 3A80aHHA, MA 3 YPAXYBAHHAM O00CGI0Y BUKOPUCMAHHS KIHOAOSTUHUX PO3DAXYHKIE
OKpecieHo GUMO2U, SIKI nosuHer opamu 00 yeazu IHCNeKMOop-KiHo102 Ni0 Yac 8UKOHAHHSA DOUOBUX 3A80AHD.

Kniouosi cnosa: xinonozu, 3acmocysants, NiaHy8anHs, 83aemo0is, opeanizayis, 0ii niopo3oinie, cuiu i
3acobu, cyxnc6060-00106i 3a60anHs, cuiu 000poHu Yrpainu, ciyaxc6oei cooaxu.
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